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Answering your coronavirus questions: 
Not-so-essential businesses, child 
visitation for co-parents and your pets 
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IN0IANAP0LIS (WTHR) -13 lmestigates is answering viewer questions about all things 

related to C0VID-19. 

If you'd like to send us a tip or a question, e-mail us at 13investigstes@wthr.com. When 

possible, we respond directly by e-ma/1 and post some of those answers every day at 

wthr.com/coronavirus. 

My employer is not listed as an essential business under the governor's stay-at-home 

order but is not shutting down. What can I do? 

The governor's stay-at-home order states only essential businesses should remain open for 

the next two weeks, but several workers contacted 13 Investigates to report their non

essential companies are staying open. 

Ml am writing because I work for a company in Noblesville that is claiming we cannot stay at 

home because we are an essential business. We build fish tanks ... yes, fish tanks. They claim 

because we build fish tanks for Walmart and they are an essential business that we also are. 

This 1s an outrage,• one worker explained. 

Ml feel like I'm 1n a position to have to choose between my health and my Job," explained 

another worker from Rushville. Both asked to remain anonymous for fear of reprisal by their 

employers. 

Employees in those situations have few options because, for the most part, state agencies are 

not enforcing the order requiring businesses to close. 

The governor's office says wor�ers who believe their employers are not honoring the state's 

stay-at-home order should just talk to their bosses. And the governor's list of essentrnl 

industries 1s very lengthy, providing many businesses that may not seem essential - like a 

company that manufacturers fish tanks - plenty of loopholes to claim they are. 

Therefore, 1f a company wants to stretch the definition of "essential," there's really nothing to 

stop that from happening - at least not until the state considers putting more enforcement 

teeth behind tne governor's order. 

What impact does the stay-at-home order have on divorced parents juggling child 

visitation? 

After learning of the stay-at-ho-ne order, Tabitha and other divorced parents are wondering 

·what parents are supposed to do for parenting time so they don't get into trouble with the 

courtsr 

13 Investigates spoke to a family law attorney who said divorced parents should keep doing 

exactly what they've been doing before the stay at home order. 

Melissa Avery, a family law attcrney with lnd1anapol1s law firm Broyles Kight & Ricafort, says 

co-parenting should not change due to the governor's order. 

"It 1s pretty clear that there 1s a1 exception to the travel ban for parents who are providing 

parenting time under a current court order," she told 13 Investigates. "As a judge recently 

said, if you can go out and pick up a pizza, you should be able to go out and transport your 

children for parenting time: 



Avery advises parents to still maintain social distancing guidelines while transporting their 

kids, and she says individuals who think the stay-at-home order gives them an excuse to 

ignore a court-ordered custody plan with a former spouse might be in for a rude awakening. 

�rve heard several Judges say they're going to come down hard on folks who are unfairly usmg 

the situation to their benefit when they do get in front of the Judge in the future, and that 

means things like ordering makeup time and paymg attorney fees," Avery said. 

Can your pets get coronavirus? 

This question has been on a lot of pet owners' minds - especially following news reports of 

infected pooches in Hong Kong. 

Health officials there warned people last weekend not to kiss their pets because a dog tested 

positive for COVI0-19. 

The dog's owner had the virus end, accordmg to media, so did the dog, even though the pet 

showed no symptoms of illness. 

It was the second report of a dog havmg COVI0-19 m Hong Kong, but doctors there say there's 

really no evidence that pets can be a source of the virus or that they can get sick from it 

Here m the United States, experts agree. 
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The American Veterinary Medical Association, the American Kennet Club and infectious 

disease experts all say there·s no evidence right now that pets or farm animals become ill 

with COVI0-19 or that they spread 1t to people. 

�Neither cats nor dogs can get this form of COVID-19, this form of coronavirus, that is affecting 

humans today," said Jerry Kle1r, chief veterinary officer of the Amer ican Kennet Club. 

Its' worth pomting out, the virus is stilt relatively new and there's not much research on pet-to

human (or human-to-pet) transm1ss1on. 

So some vetennanans suggest that 1f you do get COVI0-19, you should use extra caution by 

limtting contact with your pet. You can try asking someone else to take care of walking and 

feedmg. Or wear a facemask -- and don't kiss your pet for a while. 
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